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        100% or Greater 

   Squadrons 204, 294 & 351 

Who’s Next? 

2020-2021 Membership 

4972 - 88.90% 

2021-2022 Membership 

613 - 10.44% 

Massachusetts Son receives inaugural Marvin P. Nay Award 
 
His efforts to help the homeless in Boston and elsewhere have 
earned a member of the Detachment of Massachusetts the 
inaugural Marvin P. Nay Award. 

Isaiah French of Squadron 189 in Sterling, Mass., received the 
award on Aug. 28 at the Sons of The American Legion National 
Convention in Phoenix, Ariz. French was recognized for his 
effort in creating Project Warm-Up, a volunteer organization 
aimed at providing food, clothing and other supplies to the 
homeless. 

In presenting the award, SAL Veterans Employment and Educa-
tion Committee Chairman Thom Skelly noted that the project 
stemmed from an experience French had on a school trip to 
Boston when he was 13. After seeing a homeless person sitting 
on the sidewalk wearing a trash bag to stay warm, French told 
his mother he needed to find a way to help. 

French’s membership in the SAL “has strengthened his  

commitment to help the homeless as more than 800 of the 
homeless in Massachusetts are veterans,” Skelly said. 

The Marvin P. Nay Award was created by SAL resolution in 
September 2020 to recognize SAL members who make 
“outstanding contributions to veterans employment and edu-
cation,” including homelessness relief efforts. Nay was a 
member of the SAL Veterans Education and Employment 
Commission who died in 2019. 
 
The Marvin P. Nay Veterans Employment & Education Volunteer 
award presentation at the National Convention can be viewed HERE 

The Minuteman 

Isaiah French, second from right, received the inaugural Marvin P. 
Nay Award at the 2021 SAL National Convention on Aug. 28, 2021. 
Joining French for the award presentation were, from left, SAL PNC 
Cliff Smith, American Legion PNC Jake Comer, Sally Nay, and SAL 
VEE Commission Chairman Thom Skelley. Photo by Matt Parsons  

2021 SAL National Convention 

Detachment Receives Two National Awards 
 

The National Sons of The American Legion Legacy Scholarship 
Fund Donation Award 2021 was presented to the Detachment 
of Massachusetts at the 49th National Convention of The Sons 
of The American Legion.  The Detachment  achieved the high-
est donation for the Eastern Region.  Thank You to each of the 
squadron who held fundraisers and made contributions 
throughout the Detachment during the 2020-2021 year to  
achieve this significant award. 
 
The Detachment of Massachusetts also received a Certificate 
of Recognition for 2021 for achieving and exceeding the $ 
1.00 per-capita per member of the Detachment for the 2020-
2021 Child Welfare Foundation year.  The final 2021 CWF do-
nation was $ 1.03.  Congratulations and Thank You!  

https://www.dropbox.com/s/kfobpu9dxx2jvor/Marvin%20Nay%20Award.mp4?dl=0


Sons of The American Legion “SAL” Detachment Executive 

Meetings Dates Set 

The first SAL Detachment Executive Committee “DEC” 

meeting will be held on September 18, 2021, at 10 AM, at 

the Bedford Post 221 located at 357 Great Road, Bedford, 

Massachusetts.  We’re grateful to the Bedford Post 221 for 

hosting the first DEC of the 2021-2021 program year.  To me, 

I’m excited to visit historic Bedford and its proximity TO 

where is all began on April 19, 1775 (Lexington & Concord).  

It’s interesting to note that the Bedford Minuteman Compa-

ny was established in the latter part of 1774 by the Town of 

Bedford and the Town of Bedford had readily satisfied the 

suggestion of the Provincial Congress to delegate a portion 

of its local militia to “Minuteman Status”.  To qualify each 

group was required to prepare, muster, and to respond “on 

the moment” to any overt action on the part of the British 

deemed a threat to colonists established rights.    All military 

companies were urged to procure and distribute free arms 

and bayonets as well as provide provisions and supplies.  On 

March 20, 1775, the Bedford town meeting heard the sec-

ond article before the town that had been continued over 

from last meeting on the 27th day of January. It was voted 

that all twenty-five Minutemen would be paid one shilling 

per week until the first of May next, they be exercising four 

hours in a week and two shillings to be allowed two officers 

to equip themselves according to the advice of the Congress.  

It’s important to note that other neighboring towns had tak-

en that action, such as Malden and Medford.   

The DEC at Bedford is going to include a program by a local 
historian on the American Revolution that will be both edu-
cational and entertaining.  Arthur Conrad will provide the 
DEC with the program.  I’ve heard from a reliable source that 
“Without a doubt Arthur Conrad is the top guide and histori-
an for the Award-Winning Liberty Ride Guided Trolley 
Tours.”   Located in Lexington, the birthplace of American 
liberty adjacent to Lexington Green where that first 
"skirmish" took place on April 19, 1775.  Arthur Conrad or 
"AC" as he's affectionately known hails from Lexington, MA. 
Some say he and Captain Parker were best of friends.... Yet 
without any exaggeration to that relationship "AC" has made 
it a personal quest to be the best Revolutionary War tour 
guide in the state; bar none. BTW - he also consoled Paul 
Revere after Paul was caught by the Red Coats.... Oh, you 
didn't know that???  There's so much more you will learn, 
get your notebook and pencils ready.  To learn more of the 
Award-Winning Liberty Ride Guided Trolley Tour click here. 
 
After serving in the Massachusetts National Guard, for sever-

al decades, AC retired as an E-8, Master Sergeant. One of 

many challenges the Guard faced during his tenure was be-

ing tasked with transportation and logistics coordination, 

inside Rt 128, during the blizzard of '78.  Also, a long-time 

member of The Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company of  

Massachusetts, which is the oldest chartered military organization 

in North America and the third oldest chartered military organiza-

tion in North America and the third oldest chartered military or-

ganization in the world. Arthur has held the positions of Personnel 

Adjutant, and Clerk for over fifteen years.  AC has been Finance 

Officer & E-Board Member with Post 221 since 2008. He runs point 

on 221's Trooper & Boys State programs. The Retired U.S. Army 

Soldier for Life medallion holds a very special place in his heart 

amongst many other military recognitions he has received in his 

career. 

There is a healthy membership at the Anthony-Hunt-Hamilton 

Bedford Squadron 221.  At the September 18th DEC in Bedford, the 

Detachment will be recognizing several of the Squadron 221 mem-

bers for their continuous membership with The Sons of The Ameri-

can Legion.  The Bedford American Legion Post 221 is a 

“Centennial” American Legion Post.   

It is important to emphasize that the Detachment Executive Com-

mittee meetings are for all members of The Sons of The American 

Legion within the Detachment of Massachusetts.  All members are 

encouraged and welcome to attend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above:  Detachment Commander Gene Theroux at the Captain 
John Parker monument on the Lexington Green and at the Minute-
man Statue at the North Bridge in Concord—Where it all Began on 
April 19, 1775. 
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https://www.tourlexington.us/liberty-ride-trolley-tours


 
members of our national staff. There are 

many important issues facing veterans, but no issue is more im-
portant than this: to save a life. Real stories. Real people. No veter-
an – and I mean no veteran – left behind.” 
 
A Vietnam War U.S. Navy veteran, Dillard joined The American 
Legion in 1969 and is a paid-up-for-life member of American Le-
gion Post 265 in Lake Kiowa, Texas. He has served in leadership 
roles on every level of The American Legion, including post 

chairman of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, the 
the Legislative Commission. He was elected as national vice com-
mander in 2013. 
 
Dillard said The American Legion will continue to 

for this country with the next 
generation. We do this through

, Oratorical, Baseball, Junior Shooting Sports, 
JROTC and supporting Scouting. We also reach out  

Foundation, Operation 
Comfort Warriors, National Emergency Fund, Buddy Checks and 
many scholarship programs.”   
 

be able to paint a complete picture of 
what The American Legion does on a large scale. 
 
“In order to give a full report in my testimony of The American Le-
gion, we must strive for a 100-percent 

on the hours donated, the monies raised 
to support being 
done at the post level throughout the nation, we must complete 
the forms. The mission is not completed until the forms are filed.” 
 

ject will be the 
Veterans & Children   Founda

Dillard said his goal is raise $2 million for the 
VCF, Operation 
Comfort Warriors, the National Emergen

very successful and need to continue to 
be.” 
 
Dillard said he has conducted one-on-one Zoom meetings

tion rate of 90 percent for 2021 members. 
“We must make for 
their continued support of The American Legion by

we can count on them this 
year,” he said. “Again insuring ‘No Veteran Left Behind.’” 
 
Dillard has been married to his wife Donna since 

– all members of the American 
Auxiliary president from 2017-2018. 
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Newly elected American Legion National Commander Paul E. Dillard.  
 

‘No Veteran Left Behind’ 
By Steven B. Brooks 

SEP 02, 2021 
 

On the same stage where he was elected the 2021- 2022 
American Legion national commander, Texas 

year: “No Veteran Left Be-
hind.”  
 
And t “There are 
many consequences for a veteran who is left behind,” said 
Dillard, who was elected unanimously

 Convention. 
opportunity, lack of decent housing or employ-

ment   are just a few. But the most tragic outcome for a veteran 
left behind is suicide.  We must not let them down. Male, 
female, Iraq vet, Vietnam vet, Korean  vet, World War II vet 
– it doesn’t matter.  We all serve, and we must be there for 
each other.”  
 

he re-
searched online. “Veterans are at a 50-percent higher risk of 
suicide than their non-serving peers,” he said. “More than 
114,000 men and women who 

lives since 2001. That is nearly double the 
American lives lost in Vietnam. By 2030, it is estimated that the 
total of veteran suicides will be 23 times the number of post-
9/11 combat deaths. 
 

impacts thousands of real 
families. That is why we must, folks, we 
must regularly continue our Buddy 
Checks – not just for past and present 
members, but for every veteran that we 
know. If you have any other  

https://www.legion.org/donate/endowment_fund


Elected vice national commanders under Fox are Richard L. “Dickie” 
Huntley of the Detachment of Maine, Eastern Region; Jason S. Rob-
erts of the Detachment of Georgia, Southern Region; Jeffrey M. 
Vrabel Sr. of the Detachment of Ohio, Central Region; Juan R. 
Torres of the Detachment of Texas, Midwest Region; and Leslie J. 
“Jim” Stewart of the Detachment of Nevada, Western Region. 

               Congratulations 

          Richard “Dickie” Huntley 
National Vice Commander of the East 
 

Dickie Huntley of Maine was elected as the Na-

tional Vice Commander “NVC” of the Eastern 

Region during the 49th National Convention of 

The Sons of The American Legion. 

For the last two years Dickie served as the Mem-

bership Chairman for the Eastern Region. 

Past Detachment Commander Ernie Laberge will assist NVC Hunt-

ley. Ernie will serve as the Eastern Region membership chairman 

and will be working with the Detachments of the Eastern Region on 

membership issues.  Ernie is a candidate for NVC of the East in the 

2022-2023 program year. 
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“It is indeed an honor and privilege to be elected as your 
national commander of this great organization,” Dillard said. 
“As we continue to build a foundation for the future, we will 
ensure ‘No Veteran Left Behind.” 

SAL National Commander Michael Fox, left, is sworn in by PNC Jake 
Comer at the SAL National Convention in Phoenix, Ariz., on Aug. 29, 
2021. Photo by Matt Parsons  
 

SAL National Commander Fox: ‘We need to be a unit-
ed brotherhood” 
Courtesy, The American Legion Aug 31, 2021 
 

The next national commander of the Sons of The American 
Legion emphasized teamwork as key to the program’s 2021-
22 in his speech to the SAL National Convention on Aug. 29. 
Michael Fox of the Detachment of California was elected 
national commander at the 49th SAL National Convention in 
Phoenix. 
 
“Now more than ever, we need to be a united brotherhood 
to be champions within our communities,” Fox said. 
Fox’s motto for his term as commander is “leadership 
through action, not through position,” a reminder that every 
SAL member can make a difference. 
 
That is reflected in his project as national commander, Flying 
Flags for Heroes. The goal is to place 1 million flags to honor 
veterans in local cemeteries. Fox praised Preston Sharp, a 
teen SAL member from Redding, Calif., for helping create the 
project and serving as Flying Flags for Heroes’ spokesman. 
Fox has been a member of Haggin Grant Squadron 521 in Rio 
Linda, Calif., since the day he was born. He held his first 
elected position at Squadron 521 as sergeant-at-arms at the 
age of six. 
 
Fox has also served as the Detachment of California sergeant
-at-arms. And in 2014, he served as the Detachment of Cali-
fornia commander; his father, Ned Fox, held the same posi-
tion in 1976, making them the first father-son duo to hold 
the position. 
 
Fox has four daughters — Hailey, 21; twins Kaci and Kali, 16; 
and Skye, 12 — and is engaged to Crystal Reagan, who has 
three children of her own. 

https://www.flyingflagsforheroes.com/
https://www.flyingflagsforheroes.com/


Membership 

 
Hello Detachment of Massachusetts, the 2021 - 2022 Year 

is off to a great start! As of September 4th, we have 613 

members who have paid their dues for the 2021-2022 

membership year. Thank You and congratulations to those 

40 squadrons out of the 132 Detachment squadrons that 

have submitted membership. Most of these membership 

transmittals were through MyLegion.org for the renewals. 

This is a great effort which has resulted in the Detachment 

meeting the National SAL Target of 10% membership prior 

to the September 9th target date - Good Job!  

We do have a few Squadrons that have already exceeded 

100% membership for the 2021 - 2022 Year. This is simply 

awesome! I would like to congratulate the following Squad-

rons for meeting or exceeding 100% membership thus far; 

United Forces Squadron 351 (Holyoke) at 105.88%, West 

Boylston Squadron 204 at 115.38%, Morrisette Squadron 

294 at 101.04% with 128 members – this is leading by ex-

ample!  

I would also like to see some of the Posts that do not have a 

Sons of The American Legion program to check with them 

and ask them why not? My membership goal this year is to 

boost our total membership to exceed what the 2021 Na-

tional goal for the Detachment membership of 5,593 mem-

bers by three percent to make the Detachment member-

ship goal for 2021-2022 to be at least 5,761 members.  

If you must ask yourself, how do we do this? There are sev-

eral different ways, one way is Buddy Checks, another way 

is through Dual-Members. Ask your Legion Members if 

they’re eligible to be a Proud Possessor of a Priceless Herit-

age through a parent or grandparent’s military service. The 

new National Commander of The American Legion Paul 

Dillard motto for the 2021-2022 program year is “No Veter-

an Left behind” and collectively, the Post membership team 

can use the tools available such as to make phone call, to 

use email, and to use social media to recruit, retain, or rein-

state. The new National Commander of The Sons of The 

American Legion Michael Fox emphasized teamwork as key 

to the program’s 2021-2022 in his acceptance speech to the 

SAL National Convention on August 29th in Phoenix, Arizo-

na. Detachment Commander Gene Theroux’s theme is 

“Massachusetts – Where it all began on April 19, 1775”. 

Commander Theroux believes that if we build off our histo-

ry where it all began from the battles of Lexington and Con-

cord, and to carry that proud and rich legacy forward to 

Recruit, Retain, and to Reinstate fellow comrades to be 

Proud Possessors of a Priceless Heritage.  

 On a personal note, I would like to thank Detachment Com-

mander Gene Theroux, the Past Detachment Commanders, and 

the Vice Commanders of the Detachment, and other members 

of the Detachment membership team for being a huge help 

with the distribution of the 2021-2022 membership cards. 

Without their help and that of the work of the Post/Squadron 

Adjutants, I don’t think we would be at the numbers we are at 

today! THANK YOU AGAIN!  

If anyone has any questions or concerns, please feel free to 

Email me or call me! Let's have a good year!  

Justin C. Foley  

Detachment Vice Commander  
Detachment Membership Chairman  
justinfoley01089@yahoo.com  
413-330-1594  
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National SAL Membership Report 
As of August 30, 2021 

Note:  Massachusetts is short of the 2020-2021 goal by 621 
members.  Reminder:  Membership is the Lifeblood of our 
organization and critical to our success. 

https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/documents/SAL%20Membership%20Report%20as%20of_August_30_%202021.pdf


Honoring the Veterans of the 104th Infantry Regiment 

Detachment Commander Gene Theroux, the Veterans Graves 
Officer for the City of Westfield had written some Community 
Preservation Act projects to have some of the War monu-
ments conserved and several plaques.  Among the CPA pro-
jects were to conserve the sculptured plaque and three other 
plaques located at Westfield’s Apremont Park honoring the 
104th Infantry for their service in WW I and WW II.  Theroux 
served as the project manager for the CPA projects. 
 

The 104th Infantry Regiment has a storied past that dates to 

November 14, 1639, when it was first mustered as the 

Springfield Train Band.  They would go on to be incorporated 

as part of the Hampshire County Massachusetts Militia.  They 

would also serve in the Continental Army during the Ameri-

can Revolution and in the Civil War as part of the Union Army 

as well as many other campaigns such as the Spanish-

American War and both World Wars.  The last active element 

of the regiment, the 1st Battalion, was deactivated in 2005 

and the soldiers and lineage transferred to the 1st Battalion, 

181st Infantry Regiment.  But their legacy still remains, partic-

ularly at this memorial.  

Above left: Photo of monument shortly after dedication (ca 

1937). Right:  Chris Henry of Ponsford, Ltd., applies the 

brown patina (the plaques had been previously cleaned with 

a light laser which is the least intrusive process). 

 
Once the training site of the Massachusetts State Militia 
(then called Hampton Plains) some 113 years ago.  After 
World War I broke out, the site was reactivated for the 104th 
Infantry of the 26th Yankee Division and was renamed Camp 
Bartlett. 
 
On August 17, 1917, 13,000 troops from the National Guard 

organizations of New England camped out for 14 weeks; then 

the 104th Infantry left for France to compile a record of out-

standing bravery.  The sculptured plaque depicts General 

Passaga of France decorating the colors of the 104th Infantry 

of the 104th Infantry during World War I.  The Park is named 

after a small French town of Apremont, which the Germans 

were defeated and saved by the 104th Infantry. 

 For its gallantry the 104th Infantry was cited in a general order 

of the French 32nd Army Corps on 26 April 1918. In an impres-

sive ceremony occurring in a field near Boucq on 28 April 1918, 

the 104th Infantry's regimental flag was decorated with the 

Croix de Guerre by French General Fenelon F.G. Passaga. "I am 

proud to decorate the flag of a regiment which has shown such 

fortitude and courage," he said. "I am proud to decorate the 

flag of a nation which has come to aid in the fight for liberty." 

Thus, the 104th Infantry became the very first American unit to 

be honored by a foreign country for exceptional bravery in 

combat. In addition, 117 members of the 104th Infantry re-

ceived the award, including its commander, Colonel George H. 

Shelton. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inscribed on the memorial is: 

 

FOR GREATEST FIGHTING SPIRIT AND SELF-SACRIFICE DURING 

ACTION OF APRIL 10, 12 AND 13 APRIL 1918. SUFFERING FROM 

VERY HEAVY BOMBARDMENTS AND ATTACKED BY VERY 

STRONG GERMAN FORCES THE 104TH INFANTRY SUCCESSED IN 

PREVENTING THEIR DANGEROUS ADVANCE, AND WITH GREAT-

EST ENERGY RECONQUERED, AT THE POINT OF THE BAYONET, 

THE FEW RUINED TRENCHES WHICH HAD TO BE ABANDONED 

AT THE FIRST ONSET, AT THE SAME TIME MAKING PRISONERS. 

Above:  Camp Bartlett, September 1917, now the site of Barnes 
Airport and home of the 104th Fighter Wing (MA ANG) and the 
Massachusetts Army National Guard Army Aviation Support 
Facility and Detachment 1, Company C, 3rd Battalion, 126th 
Aviation Regiment. 
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One of the 117 members along with the commanding officer 
of the 104th Infantry to receive the Croix de Guerre was Pri-
vate Earle Freeman Howe of Ware who was awarded the 
Croix de Guerre, the Silver Star, and the Purple Heart posthu-
mously.  Earle F. Howe was the first citizen of Ware to die in 
service in WW I.  The American Legion Post 123 in Ware is 
named in memory of Earle F. Howe. 

 

The city of Westfield had 98 residents who had died while in-

service during World War II, of those 98 residents, 5 of them 

were members of the 104th Infantry Regiment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above left: the unit insignia of the 104th Infantry Regiment, 

26th Division (nicknamed the Yankee Division). Right: Coat of 

Arms . 

 

 

To learn more of the 104th Infantry Regiment, click HERE 

 

The Apremont Park is maintained by the city of Westfield 

Parks & Recreation Department. 

 

 

 

 

 

SAL National Commander Michael Fox’s project is an easy one 
to implement and sustain in the Detachment of Massachusetts.  
Most American Legion Post families are already doing this dur-
ing the year and some with volunteers from outside organiza-
tions and from the community.  The Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts has a General Law Chapter 115 Veterans Benefits.  
Section 9 pertains to the Care of graves of veterans.  An excerpt 
follows:  In cities and towns where there are cemeteries con-
taining the remains of deceased veterans, such cities and towns 
shall cause to be placed on such veterans' graves a flag of the 
United States on every Memorial day.   

Massachusetts has local Veterans’ Service Officers “VSO” as-
signed to each city/town.  The VSO should work with the mem-
ber communities’ Veterans’ Graves Officers to ensure that 
member communities are in compliance with the Massachu-
setts General Laws and the policies regarding proper interment 
and the care of veterans’ graves. The VSO should coordinate 
with member communities’ graves officers who are responsible 
for the maintenance of veterans’ graves, including the place-
ment of a United States flag on each veteran’s grave on Memo-
rial Day.  

In addition to supporting National Commander Michael Fox’s 
special project, many VSOs have taken the care of Veterans 
gravesites in cemeteries a step further by having community 
service days such as accomplished in the town of Ludlow and 
the city of Westfield.   

The Ludlow VSO, Eric Segundo in partnership with The Ameri-
can Legion, the Rotary, the VFW on September 11th, Patriot 
Day and National Day of Service and Remembrance.  To com-
memorate the 20th anniversary of the 9/11 attacks, there will 
be a Grave Headstone Cleaning event held on Saturday, Sep-
tember 11, 2021 from 12PM-3PM at the (Old) Center Street 
Cemetery, Ludlow, MA.  The event will be held Rain or Shine 
with all supplies provided.  For additional information, contact 
Eric Segundo, Director of Veterans Services 413-583-
5600x1291, esegundo@ludlow.ma.us 

The City of Westfield Veterans Service Office in partnership 
with the Westfield Historical Commission, the city of Westfield 
Parks & Recreation, and The American Legion Post 124 family 
will be hosting a Gravestone Preservation Workshop on Satur-
day, October 9th at the Old Burying Ground from 9AM to 
3:30PM.  The Gravestone preservation training workshop will 
be conducted by Atlas Preservation and Jonathan Appell.  This 
event is one of Atlas Preservation’s 48 State Tour.  Event is free 
to the public!  
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Left:  The Apremont Park 
dedication plaque after 
restoration by Gordon 
Ponsford, owner of 
Ponsford, Ltd. The largest 
Conservation Group in the 
Southeastern, U.S.  Gordon 
is a Proud Possessor of a 
Priceless Heritage.  

Engagements King Philip's War 
*Battle of Bloody Brook 
French and Indian War 
Revolutionary War 
*Battle of Bunker Hill 
American Civil War 
*Battle of Gettysburg 
*Battle of Spotslvania 
Spanish–American War 
World War I 
*Battle of Bois Brule 
World War II 
*Battle of the Bulge 
Bosnia and Herzegovina 

www.flyingflagsforheroes.com 

Above:  26 Division uniform 
Patch worn since WW I. 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/91278753/earle-freeman-howe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/104th_Infantry_Regiment_(United_States)#:~:text=Shortly%20after%20the%20United%20States%20declared%20war%20on,formed%20from%20National%20Guard%20units%20from%20New%20England.
https://www.cityofwestfield.org/Facilities/Facility/Details/Apremont-Park-1
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXVII/Chapter115/Section9
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/local-veterans-service-officers
https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/91198/ludlow-center-cemetery/map
https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/91198/ludlow-center-cemetery/map
https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/254675/old-burying-ground
https://atlaspreservation.com/pages/training
https://48statetour.com/
http://ponsford.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King_Philip%27s_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Bloody_Brook
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_and_Indian_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Revolutionary_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Bunker_Hill
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Civil_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Gettysburg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Spotsylvania_Court_House
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish%E2%80%93American_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Battle_of_Bois_Brule&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_the_Bulge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bosnia_and_Herzegovina
https://www.flyingflagsforheroes.com/


Photo by Thomas E. Franklin 
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Western Massachusetts 9/11 Victims 
 

There were twenty-one 9/11 victims with connections to West-

ern Massachusetts.  Some were crew members and/or passen-

gers aboard American Airlines flight 77 (1) or American Airlines 

flight 11 (6) or United Airlines flight 93 (1) or United Airlines 

flight 175 (2).   Ten were victims of the attack on the World 

Trade Center and one was a victim of the attack at the Penta-

gon. 

 

There were a total of 2,996 victims of the terrorist attack of 

September 11, 2001.  All of these victims were senseless kill-

ings at the hands of terrorists was such a public event that the 

wound never truly heals.  There were three victims who 

Westfield residents who were killed on 9/11.   

 

Among the victims from Westfield was Brian J. Murphy who 

was 41 years of age who was a trader for Cantor Fitzgerald on 

the 105th floor of the north tower of the World Trade Center.  

Brian left a wife and two children. Tara Shea Creamer of 

Worcester was 30 years was one of the 2,996 victims of the 

terrorist attacks wrote who was raised in Westfield, daughter 

of former Westfield School Superintendent James F. Shea.  A 

University of Massachusetts,  wife and mother of two.  Travel-

ing aboard American Airlines flight 11.  Daniel E. Trant, aged 40, 

Northport, NY.  Raised in Westfield.  Husband and father of 

three.  Employed by Cantor Fitzgerald, died in World Trade 

Center.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above:  Westfield honors three natives killed on September 11, 

2001.  photo courtesy of MassLive.com 

 

The Springfield Republican, Sunday, September 5, 2021 had a 
guest viewpoint written by Brian J. Murphy’s sister, Ann M. 
Murphy, ‘Brian lives forever in all our hearts’.  Ann Murphy is a 
retired high school English teacher from the Southwick public 
schools.  A second article appeared in the Springfield Republi-
can, Westfield 9/11 families mark anniversary without victims’ 
parents for 1st time. 
 

There will be a 9/11 ceremony on Saturday, September 11, 

2021:  Sons of Erin,  22 William Street @ 2 PM.  Be sure to Nev-

er Forget by attending a 9/11 ceremony in your city or town.  

 Honoring and Remembering Prisoner-of-War/

Missing-in-Action “POW/MIA” 

POW/MIA Recognition Day will be commemorated on Friday, 

September 17, 2021.    Since the Revolutionary War, more than 

a half-million U.S. service members have, at one point in time, 

been held as prisoners of war.  Today, nearly 82,000 service 

members remain unaccounted for, from conflicts dating back to 

WW II.  More than 72,000 of those were lost during World War 

II, nearly 8,000 from the Korean War, and around 1,600 remain 

unaccounted for from the Vietnam War. 

Former Southwick, Massachusetts resident United States Army 

Air Forces Second Lieutenant Robert 

Lee Silvernale (1921-1945) was as-

signed to the 490 Bomb Squadron, 341 

Bomb Group (Medium), as a navigator.  

The squadron was known as the 

“Burma Bridgebusters”.  His parents 

received a telegram stating that their 

son had been missing since January 17, 

1945, after not returning from a mis-

sion over the Burma-India area.  His 

remains were never recovered. 

National POW/MIA Recognition Day was established in 1979 

through a proclamation signed by President Jimmy Carter.  

Since then, each subsequent president has issued an annual 

proclamation commemorating the third Friday in September as 

National POW/MIA Recognition Day. 

In addition to the national-level ceremony, observances of Na-

tional POW/MIA Recognition Day are held across the country 

on military installations, ships at sea, state capitols, schools, 

and veterans’ facilities. 

No matter where they are held, these National POW/MIA 

Recognition Day ceremonies share the common purpose of 

honoring those who were held captive and returned, as well as 

those who remain missing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is a total of 2,665 Massachusetts former residents unac-

counted for from World War II.  The Defense POW/MIA Ac-

counting Agency is committed to Fulfilling Our Nation’s Promise 

to account for all and leave No One Behind. 
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https://www.masslive.com/living/2021/09/911-20-years-later-remembering-brian-j-murphy-of-westfield-viewpoint.html
https://www.masslive.com/living/2021/09/westfield-911-families-mark-anniversary-without-victims-parents-for-1st-time.html
https://www.masslive.com/living/2021/09/westfield-911-families-mark-anniversary-without-victims-parents-for-1st-time.html
https://www.dpaa.mil/
https://www.dpaa.mil/


 

 

 

 

 

 

Left:  Detachment of Arizona Com-

mander Dan Ashley displaying that 

he is indeed a Proud Possessor of a 

Priceless Heritage. 
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The Sons of The American Legion Detachment of Arizona website is 
available HERE 

Scenes from 49th National Convention of The Sons of The American Legion 

The American Legion Post 124 family Honor Guard.  It was 
the first Honor Guard team to have representatives from 
each member of The American Legion family. 

Above:  Michelle Nelson, Director of Family Programs 
and Community Outreach for Our Military Kids 

National Guard and Reserve families sometimes have trouble 
accessing support services from military installations.  During 
deployments, these families may lose income when their military 
member leaves a civilian job to accept a military position over-
seas.  The loss of income and lack of resources can create gaps 
that are hard on families. Our Military Kids fills these gaps that 
are hard on families. Our Military Kids fills these gaps with a sim-
ple grant program that pays for their children’s activities. 

Above: Gene Theroux with Stacy Cope at The American Legion 
Child Welfare Foundation booth.  Stacy Cope produces the 
weekly SAL CWF Donation reports that are published to the SAL 
National website and available HERE.   Theroux purchased four 
aprons and three CWF shirts. 
 
The Detachment project for 2022 is The American Veterans & 
Children Foundation.  The squadron with the highest amount of 
donations to the Veterans & Children Foundation will be pre-
sented the Commander’s Trophy at the 2022 Detachment Con-
vention. 

https://azsal.org/
https://www.ourmilitarykids.org/
https://www.legion.org/sons/cwf


 

Eastern States - The Big E 

 

The Eastern States Exposition or commonly known as the Big-E 
returns this year after a one year absence due to the COVID-19 
Pandemic.  The 2021 Big E will be the 105th edition of the pop-
ular event and will be held Sept. 17 through Oct. 3.  
 
Each day during the fair, The Big E is dedicated to a particular 
New England state or non-profit organization, but the first day 
of the fair is always Military Appreciation Day, and is The Big 
E’s favorite way to kick-off the fair.  
 
Friday, September 17th is the opening day and is also Military 
Appreciation Day. It comes just once a year. If you’re a veteran 
or currently serving in the military, join us at the Big E and re-
ceive FREE admission with proper ID. While there, stop by the 
VA’s information center located on the Avenue of States and 
talk with veteran representatives about the benefits your mili-
tary service has earned you.  

 

 
 

The American Legion family will be there in front of the Con-
necticut building along the avenue of states.  Among the repre-
sentatives from The American Legion family will be members of 
The Sons of The American Legion.  Traditionally, representa-
tives from the Department of Connecticut, Department of 
Rhode Island, and the Department of Massachusetts will be 
there with to explain the many programs, benefits, and to re-
cruit new members into the American Legion family.    

 

 
 
 

The town of Southwick Cemetery Commission recently com-
pleted placing markers at each of the interred veterans' 
gravesites that did not have an appropriate military flag holder 
and to honor first responders, gold star families, POW/MIA, 
Purple Heart recipients, and others.  Other cities/towns Veter-
ans Service Officers have initiated or accomplished marker re-
placements such as the ones illustrated above and below. 
The Kibbe family plot at Westfield’s Pine Hill Cemetery has 
three World War II veterans interred, the father was an U.S. 
Army career officer and two of his sons who died while in mili-
tary service.  Both of the Kibbe sons were pilots who died in 
non-battle airplane crashes. 

These military flag holders available from Roventeur allow for 
standard flag height throughout the cemetery, they do not turn 
in the wind and the customer service from Massachusetts Le-
gionnaire Rick Obey and his wife Rosemary is exemplary.  To 
acquire a brochure of the Roventeur products, click HERE.   The 
Purple Heart and POW/MIA grave marker flags are purchased 
from American Legion Emblem Sales. 
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Above left:  The VA information center along the avenue of 
states. Above right:  VA eligibility specialists meet with Veter-
ans at the VA New England outreach area on Sept. 13, 2019 
at Military Appreciation Day at The Big E at the Eastern States 
Exposition in West Springfield, Mass. More than 100 Veterans 
completed applications for VA health care. The Big E is the 
largest VA outreach event in the nation. (VA New England 
photo by John Paradis). 

To Honor and Remember Those Who Served 

Left:  The gravesite of United 
States Marine Corps Vietnam 
Combat Veteran Arthur D. 
Desclos who was awarded a 
Purple Heart with one Oak 
Leaf Cluster. 

Left:  Kibbe family plot at 
Westfield’s Pine Hill Ceme-
tery.  The center two mark-
ers:  U.S. Army Air Forces and 
Gold Star family marker.  On 
the outside, two plastic WW 
II markers which will be 
scheduled for replacement.  

During the last military appreciation day (Sept. 13, 
2019), 102 Veterans signed up for VA health care and 122 
Veterans met with representatives from the Veterans Benefits 
Administration with 78 starting a claim for service-connected 
disability compensation and pension, said Michael McNamara, 
VA outreach program manager for the VA New England 
Healthcare System. In addition, more than 400 Veterans met 
with readjustment counselors from across New England at a 
Mobile Vet Center that was co-located with the VA outreach 
area. 
 
In addition to the VA outreach area, more than 30 state and  
community partners, to include the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Veterans’ Services assisted Veterans with answering 
questions about local and state benefits at a “Veterans Com-
mons” area at The Big E’s Massachusetts State Building.  
 

The Veterans Health Administration in New England is com-
prised of eight medical centers accredited by Joint Commis-
sion located throughout the six New England states.For more 
information on VA health care in New England, call 1-844-VA-
CARES or go to www.newengland.va.gov/outreach 

https://www.thebige.com/
http://roventeur.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/roventeur-legal-size-brochure-10_e031121final_compressed-1.pdf
https://emblem.legion.org/Purple-Heart-Gravemarker-Flags-Dozen/productinfo/800.301D/
https://emblem.legion.org/POW-MIA-Gravemarker-Flag/productinfo/800.302/
https://www.newengland.va.gov/outreach

