
Minutes of the Detachment Executive Committee Meeting 

April 8, 2018 Dedham, MA 

 

Detachment Commander Ernie Laberge called the meeting to order at 11:20 AM. With the colors in place, 

Detachment Commander Ernie Laberge led the meeting in a salute to the colors. Detachment Chaplain William 

Sheehan gave the invocation. Detachment Commander Ernie Laberge called upon Past Detachment Mark 

McCue to lead the Pledge of Allegiance. Detachment  Commander Ernie Laberge read the POW/MIA 

resolution. Detachment Commander Ernie Laberge read the Blue Star Banner Resolution. Detachment 

Commander Ernie Laberge called upon Detachment Vice Commander Marvin Nay to lead the Preamble to the 

Constitution.  

 

Detachment Commander Ernie Laberge called upon Detachment Adjutant Clifford Smith for the roll call.  

 

ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS: 

Commander – Ernie Laberge- Present 

Vice Commander – Marvin Nay Present 

Vice Commander – Jason Kelley- Present 

Vice Commander – Gene Theroux – Excused 

Vice Commander-   Dennis Guilfoyle- Present 

Vice Commander -  
Adjutant – Cliff Smith – Present 

Finance Officer – Clifford Smith - Present 

Chaplain- William Sheehan - Present  

Historian – Edward Villard – excused 

National Executive Committeeman. – David L. Johnson Jr. - Present 

Alternate National Executive Committeeman. – William Murphy - Present 

Sgt. at Arms – William Fruci - Excused 

Judge Advocate – Mark McCue - Present 

Past Detachment Commanders: Clifford Smith, David L. Johnson, Jr., William Murphy, Thomas 

Timcoe, William Sheehan, Mark McCue 

 

DISTRICT REPRESENTATION: Present: Two, Three, Four, Six, and Ten. 

 

DEPARTMENT ADVISORS:  

Chairman: William Chisholm – Present 

Ray Samko – Present 

Frank MacDonald – Excused 

Milton Lashus – Excused 

Andrew Pajak – Excused 

Sandra Kee- Excused 

Anthony Diaz - Excused 

 

DISTRICT ADVISORS:   4and, 7 were represented   

 

Adjutant Smith stated a quorum was present. 

 

APPOINTMENTS:  

 

PREVIOUS MINUTES: 

  Detachment Commander Ernie Laberge now called upon Adjutant Smith for the reading of the previous 

minutes. A motion was made by Mark McCue and seconded by Dennis Guilfolye to accept the previous 

minutes as distributed. Motion carried.  



 

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS & WELCOME OF HOST SQUADRON: 

Post Commander Henry Young welcomed everyone to Post 18. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE: 

Detachment Commander Ernie Laberge called for Adjutant Smith to read any correspondence. Upon 

reading the correspondence Adjutant Smith moved to have all correspondence received and filed except 

for those that would be brought up under new business. Motion seconded by William Murphy. Motion 

carried. 

    

Detachment Commander Ernie Laberge now called for Officers Reports. 

 

OFFICERS REPORTS: 

 

Vice Commander – Jason Kelley:  
 

Vice Commander –Martin Nay:      

  

 Vice Commander – Dennis Guilfoyle:   

 I would like to start by apologizing for missing the last executive meeting without being excused. I was 

 away with the family on February vacation. I did call the Adjutant the day after the meeting thinking I 

 was going to be excused for the following weekend. This being said with great disappointment. I did 

 learn that it was Saturday, February 17. While away skiing in on Loon mountain. I did stop at the 

 American Legion Post Lincoln Massachusetts on main street. Very good conversation with many 

 legionnaires and Sons of The American Legion. As trend around the country the sons American Legion 

 hold a big hand in this post to remain open. This post like many others have had to go to the outside to 

 become an open facility for all visitors. The operations as far as running things and doing things are very 

 similar to the way we do in Massachusetts. The sons hold a large hand in these tasks. Between the last 

 meeting that I attended on January 6, I did visit the Sharon post# 106 Had very good conversation with 

 many of the members. We talked about membership and ways to bring it up. Then we began to talked 

 about operations of the post. As we know membership is one of the most important things as vice 

 commander. I also feel that learning the operations to see what one post is doing different from others is 

 very important. I feel if one post is doing something well that is working, why not let the other posts in 

 my district know how it goes and maybe they could do the same. In the middle of March post 18 here in 

 Dedham sponsored its annual St. Patrick’s Day corned beef dinner. The hall had somewhere over 200 

 people many of them veterans and veterans families. This event every year for the last probably 10 is 

 primarily ran by the sons of the American Legion squadron 18. (ticket sales, door, decorations, 

 preparing the food, serving food, retrieving entertainment, and also clean up) Great job done by 

 squadron 18 to bringing many revenues into the post. On the last Wednesday of the month many 

 legionnaires and sons of the American Legion visit Dedham healthcare on East St. here in Dedham. 

 Dedham healthcare is a nursing home. Through the efforts of management we are set up to have special 

 meetings with any veterans living inside the facility. This is a wonderful day to bring old memories back 

 to some great heroes. I was sad to see this was the first month we had a son of the American Legion 

 squadron 18 at the nursing home. The third Friday of the month we also visit benchmark in Westwood 

 Massachusetts which is also another nursing home. Once again through their management staff we meet 

 with all veterans for coffee and a snack and do discuss all issues. I find this very rewarding for me and 

 also very good outreach for the squadron sons American Legion Post 18. This time would like to say 

 90% of the Legionnaires that visit the nursing homes with us our dual members. Also 10 of the 

 executive board members for post 18 Dedham, mass. are also dual members. I have also been in talks 

 with Canton post squadron 24. I went again to discussed membership and operations they are very active 

 post. Canton , at this time they are getting ready for a very busy spring and summer at the post. 

 Squadron 24 has very active riders group with many being sons. I have talk to the commander of 



 Squantum, squadron #382. Their commander wants to come down to the next Dedham meeting so they 

 can see how we run squadron 18 meetings. The commander is and wants to be very active in building 

 his membership back up for the Sons of the American Legion which is very exciting for all of us. In 

 closing I would like to say as of 1/11/2018 district #6 had 49.06% 391 members. As of 2/22/2018 

 District 6 had 60.95% 487 members. I do believe this number is higher only because I know we put 

 another 13 from squadron 18 alone. As of this time district 6 is the fourth largest district in membership. 

 Any help with contacts or suggestions I can get in District six. It would be greatly appreciated, being 

 that six out of 14 squadrons are either closed or non-active. 

 

Vice Commander -   Gene Theroux: 

 I attended the Detachment Executive Committee meeting held at Vernon Hill Post 435 on February 17, 

 2018. I attended the Southwick American Auxiliary Unit 338 Spaghetti Dinner held on Tuesday, 

 February 21, 2018 at the Southwick Post 338.  The Post 338 made a check presentation of $ 1,000.00 to 

 Honor Flight New England.  I took pictures, wrote a press release and submitted it to the local news 

 outlets that was published in the Westfield News and Vets News. I attended the VA Town Hall Veterans 

 Administration Central Western Massachusetts Health Care System, and the Springfield Vets Center for 

 an informative Veterans Town Hall, held at the Westfield Senior Center.  I spoke with several 

 representatives from the VA Health Care system including Dennis Ramstein, John Paradis, and Bryan 

 Doe of the Springfield Vets Center.  From the numerous handouts, I scanned them, edited them in 

 Photoshop to save as jpegs and published to the American Legion Post 124 Facebook page, shared to the 

 Detachment of Mass S.A.L. Facebook page with the hyperlinks to each of the resources provided by the 

 VA, the Springfield Vets Center and the Westfield VSO:  I attended the American Legion DEC 

 meeting held on Saturday, March 3, 2018 at the Chicopee Falls Post 275.  Later in the evening, I 

 attended the District 3 County Council Banquet. I attended the American Legion Baseball District 1, 2 & 

 3 meeting held on March 6, 2018 at the Westfield Post 451. I attended the American Legion Post 124 

 71
st
 Consecutive Annual March of Dimes Spaghetti Dinner  held the evenings of March 9 & 10, 2018 at 

 Post 124.  I serve on the March of Dimes Committee and  provided photography support during the 

 event.  I attended the American Legion District 5 County Council Banquet held during the day on 

 March 10, 2018 at Hanscom AFB, MA.  During the social hour, Vice Commander Marvin Nay and I 

 spoke with  District 5 Commander Michael Deegan and District 5 Adjutant on S.A.L. membership. 

 I attended the District 3 Council Meeting held on March 11, 2018 at the West Springfield Post 207.  In 

 addition to being the Detachment representative to the Department Community Service Representative – 

 I’m the District 3 representative and provided a report on Community Service. At the S.A.L. 

 Squadron 124 March (March 13, 2018) monthly meeting, a check presentation of $ 1,270 was  made 

 to the Friends of the Soldiers in Holyoke from the squadron sponsored Chot Baginski ice  fishing outing 

 held in February. March 15, 2018, the 99
th

 birthday of the American Legion.  Facebook sites  were 

 updated with posts to  announce this significant day in history.  I attended the Department 

 Community Service Meeting at the Sutton Post 414 on March 18, 2018 – details contained in my 

 Community Service Report.  I attended The Sons of the American Legion Eastern Region “Unofficial” 

 gathering with several Detachment Officers (PNC & Adjutant Clifford Smith, Commander Ernie 

 Laberge, NEC David Johnson, Vice Commander Marvin Nay, Department Advisor Ray “Sunshine” 

 Samko held on March 23 & 24 in Chambersburg, PA. Participated in a team from the Post 124 family 

 at the 2018 Partnership for Kids Bowling Tournament  

 

Adjutant – Clifford Smith: 

.   

Chaplain – William Sheehan: 

  

 Historian – Edward Villard: 

   

 

 



National Executive Committeeman- David L. Johnson Jr.:  

 I attended the Detachment Executive Board Meeting on February 17, 2018 at Vernon Hill Post 435.  

 On March 15, 2018 I participated on the first Detachment conference call. On March 18, 2018 I attended 

 the Combined Committee Meetings at Dudley/Gendron Post 414. On March 22, 2018 through March 

 25, 2018 I attended the Unofficial Eastern Regional Conference held in Chambersburg, PA with 

 Detachment Commander Ernie LaBerge, Adjutant Cliff Smith, Detachment Vice Commanders Marvin 

 Nay and Gene Theroux and PNEC and Department Advisor Ray Samko. After checking into our hotel, 

 we joined National Vice Commander East Ken Warner. NVC Warner took us to visit several American 

 Legion Posts in the Chambersburg area. Friday morning we visited Gettysburg, PA and toured the 

 museum and National Battlefield. We also visited the National Cemetery were President Abraham 

 Lincoln delivered his Gettysburg Address. After lunch, we drove to Culp’s Hill and found monument 

 markers for the Massachusetts Regiments who fought there. Later that evening we attended a meet and 

 greet at the Burt J Asper American Legion Post 46 for National Vice Commander East Leading 

 Candidate Mike Cotton from the Detachment of Delaware. On Saturday morning we attended the 

 American Legion Basic Training course taught by PNC’s Bill Sparwasser (MD) and Cliff Smith (MA). 

 After the class those who have not previously taken the test were tested. All who took the test passed. 

 There were 2 from the Detachment of Massachusetts who received Certificates of Completion, PNEC 

 and Department Advisor Ray Samko and myself. After the class the unofficial conference was held were 

 National Committee Chairmen or members present and Detachment Commanders gave brief progress 

 reports. That evening we attended the Testimonial Banquet in honor of National Vice Commander East 

 Ken Warner at the Burt J Asper American Legion Post 46. On Sunday March 25, 2018 we returned 

 home. On Saturday April 7, 2018 I attended the Testimonial Banquet in Honor of American Legion 

 National Commander Denise Rohan at the Best Western Conference Center in Marlboro. I will be 

 attending the National Executive Committee Meetings next month in Indianapolis, IN. If I can be of any 

 assistance, or if my services are needed please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

 

Alternate National Executive Committeeman- William Murphy: 

   Since our last Detachment Executive Committee Meeting, given the severity of our winter storms, few 

 events were attended. Most importantly, was being asked along with PNC Smith, to conduct a 

 Squadron Everlasting Ceremony for   Whitman Squadron 22. Next came our 8
th

 Annual bowling 

 tournament which saw The American Legion Family join together raising money and having fun 

 supporting our Partnership For Kids program!  And  the date has been is already set on the 

 Department calendar for #9.  Lastly, last evening, I was honored to be invited to attend the  

 Wisconsin.  A great showing of support by members of the Sons of The  American Legion. More 

 information will be reported following the May meeting of the National Executive Committee. 

 

Commander – Ernie Laberge: 

 Detachment DEC Meeting at the Vernon Hill Post 2/17/18. 

 Winter Chicken BB-Q with the North Brookfield SAL Squadron held on the evening of 2/17/18. 

 Junior Law Enforcement Cadet Training Meeting at Vernon Hill Post held on 2/24/18. 

 American Legion Post Everlasting Ceremony for Marcel Vandel held on 2/28/18. 

 American Legion Post Everlasting Ceremony for Tom Gallivan Post 224 Chaplain held on 3/7/18. 

 American Legion Department DEC Meeting in Chicopee 3/3/18. 

 District 3 Banquet in Chicopee evening of 3/3/18. Worked game night at the Leeds VA with other 

 Legion Family Members from Post 224 on 3/6/18 & 4/3/18. Attended the District 5  Banquet held 

 at Post 221 in Bedford on 3/10/18.  I participated on the Americanism Commission  conference 

 call held in the evening of 3/20/18.  I participated in the Partnership for Kids Bowling  Fund Raiser 

 held in Holbrook on 3/31/18. After leaving the VA I participated on the Mid-West  conference 

 call as part of my Americanism  Commission duties on 4/3/18.  I attended the  Gathering 

 with the National Commander at the Bedford Post held on 4/5/18.  I attended The American Legion 

 Department Meeting held in Marlborough on 4/7/18. 



 I attended the National Commanders Banquet held at the Best Western Hotel in Marlborough on the 

 evening of 4/7/18.  Actions Taken due to an Event or Meeting:  Vice Commander Nay and I received 

 several emails about starting a Brookline Post 11 SAL Squadron.  The emails asked many questions 

 that we were able to answer for them. Upon further investigation we  found they hold an inactive 

 charter  and informed them of this and let them know they would only need  one member to 

 reactivate their Squadron. I received a call from Larry Palmacci on 2/23/18 about the  reactivation of 

 Squadron 11. I have suggested  a meeting be arranged so that Vice Commander Nay  and I   

 will also supply them with Blank  Membership Cards and all the related handout  materials for 

 recruiting new SAL members.  I was asked to be a part of the Firing Team for the funeral  of 

 Army veteran Marcel Vandel. The funeral  was held on 3/1/18 at the Veterans Cemetery in 

 Agawam. Marcel was a longtime member of Post 224 in  I attended a meeting of the Post 207 West 

 Springfield American Legion held in the evening of 3/1/18.  Both Vice Commander Nay and I 

 had been asked to relay information about the Sons and the possible   reactivation of the 

 Sons Squadron at the Post. There was much misconception about the Sons and how a  Squadron 

 works to support the Post and the American Legion Charities. We did our best to explain and  answer 

 any questions that were asked. We also left Sons hand out materials for the Post Officers to  review 

 to assist them with their decision about the possible reactivation of their Squadron Charter.  On 

 3/3/18 I attended the American Legion DEC meeting held in Chicopee and presented the information 

 about holding a Detachment Fundraiser in September with Past National Commanders of the Sons Joe 

 Gladden, Bill Sparwasser, and our own Cliff Smith. The Detachment had already approved the event, so 

 we only needed approval by Department to continue.  When attending the District 3 Banquet in hicopee 

 on the evening of 3/3/18 I was asked to assist in a  presentation of a flag that was flown over the 

 Capital to the newest and youngest member of the  Agawam SAL. The young man ran out in a storm to 

 retrieve an American Flag. This is a fine example of true Americanism in our youth.  On Saturday 

 3/18/18 Post 130, Squadron 224, and Squadron 338 held a Ham Shoot in Easthampton with 

 proceeds to benefit the NEF and the CWF. A good time was had by all who attended.  On 3/19/18 I 

 sent out reminders about having Squadron Dues in as soon as possible and I also reinforced  how 

 the process works by clarifying where to send completed materials.  On 3/20/18 I received an 

 email from Wes Tucker requesting information about Meeting times for the  National 

 Commanders visit. I forwarded the schedule for both the Legion Meeting on Saturday and the  Sons 

 Meeting on Sunday at the Dedham Post. I attended the Sons of The American Legion Eastern Region 

 Unofficial Gathering held in Pennsylvania  3/22/18 to 3/25/18. There was a lot of new information 

 shared some of which will be relayed today at  this meeting.  Vice Commander Nay and I have a 

 meeting scheduled with the officials of the Springfield Museums to start arrangements for the upcoming 

 fundraising event and ride to be held later this year. We will relay  more information and should have 

 the completed agenda after our site visit.  

   

A motion was made by David Johnson and seconded by Marvin Nay to accept all Officer Reports as one’s in 

progress. Motion carried. 

 

Detachment Commander Ernie Laberge now called for Committee Reports. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

Finance Report: - Clifford Smith:  

The current bank statements and vouchers were reviewed by the Department Advisory Committee.  All 

were approved. Currently there is $14,914.96 in the checking account. Motion made by William Murphy 

and seconded by David Johnson to accept the finance report as one I progress subject to audit. Motion 

carried  

Americanism – Ray Samko:  



National Emergency Fund – Clifford Smith: 

 

Community Service – Gene Theroux: 

  I attended the Department Community Service Meeting at the Sutton Post 414 on March 18, 2018.  We 

 had reviewed submissions for the 2018 John Mulkern Educator of the Year Award, the Community 

 Service Joseph J. Conway Award, and monthly George “Al” White awards for the month of January and 

 February 2018.  The committee reviewed the wording for the Conway & Mulkern plaques to ensure 

 appropriate recognition and spelling. At the meeting, I introduced a community service project in the 

 city of Westfield.  The project is to clean monuments for the first Post 124 commanders, their 

 footstones, Civil War headstones (14) abutting the Grand Army of the Republic Civil War Soldier that is 

 the centerpiece of the cemetery and other Civil War veterans and former member of the Lyon G.A.R. 

 Post 41 and WW I veterans interred at Pine Hill Cemetery.  I’ve included the Press Release for this 

 event accompanied with my report.  The Squadron 124 during the March 2018 approved an expenditure 

 of $ 235 to purchase a 5 gallon jug of D/2 Biological Solution, a cleaning agent to clean the headstones.  

 There are a number of YouTube videos out there demonstrating how to properly clean a headstone such 

 as the following from Atlas Preservation There will be other purchased items and items donated such as 

 soft bristle brushes, toothbrushes, plastic scrapers, gloves, and other miscellaneous items for the 

 cleaning event for the volunteers to use.  Volunteers will be trained and briefed to safety issues and how 

 to properly clean the monuments and headstones safely.  In addition, we have volunteers who will work 

 on restoring corroded G.A.R. Post 41 flag markers and G.A.R. 1861-1865 flag markers for the G.A.R. 

 lot by the G.A.R. monument and other notable Civil War veterans interred at Westfield’s Pine Hill 

 Cemetery. We (Squadron 124) felt this to be a good project for both community service and 

 Americanism.  This project was brought to the American Legion Post 124 monthly meeting and to the 

 American Legion Auxiliary Unit 124 monthly meetings to propose it be an American Legion Post 124 

 community and Americanism project.  In addition, we’re working with our co-sponsored Boy Scout 

 Troop 821 to provide them Eagle Scout projects at Westfield’s Pine Hill Cemetery and perhaps extend 

 to Westfield’s Saint Mary’s Cemetery to capture veteran’s GPS Burial Coordinates, War Era and update 

 this into a spreadsheet (Google Documents) that can be used to generate an Excel “CSV” file that can be 

 imported into Google Earth and updated at Find a Grave.  This will provide the ability to identify 

 locations requiring flagging for Memorial Day.   

 

Children & Youth- David Johnson: 

 I attended the Department Children and Youth Committee meeting held on Sunday 3/18/2018 at Sutton 

 Post 414. Chairman Jodie Pajak called the meeting to order at 10.00am. After role call reports were 

 given on what each district had provided towards C&Y activities. As S.A.L. Chairman I gave a brief 

 overview of what I knew Squadrons did towards C&Y activities. I reported that as of the last Child 

 Welfare Donation Report The Detachment of Massachusetts has donated $5,639.00; this is 83.3% of our 

 goal. This also represents a per capita donation rate of $0.96 per member. I also spoke of upcoming 

 events like the Legion Family Bowling Tournament to help raise money to benefit the Children’s 

 Hospitals. There was a brief discussion regard the Consolidated Reports to make sure all Children and 

 Youth donations are reported. Chairman Jodie Pajak passed out a brochure reminding everyone that 

 April is Children and Youth month. The meeting was adjourned at 10:45. Again, I am asking all 

 Squadrons to send me information that you have on what you or a member or your Squadron is doing to 

 support Children & Youth Programs in your community. This way I can inform the Department, 

 Detachment on your successes. 

 

 

Boys Scouts – Marvin Nay: 

  The Boy Scout committee met on March 24, 2018 which I was unable to attend due to  the Eastern 

 Region Conference. The Eagle Scout of the Year was selected and is from  District 8. The next meeting 

 will be at the camporee site at Gardner on May 12
th

 at 10am.  

 



 

Commanders Project / Fund Raiser – William Fruci: 

The first drawing of the 150 Club was made. Winners were as follows: Jason Kelly, Easthampton 224, 

 Paul Gerard, Edward Villard, Dave Johnson, Jr. 

 

Boys State – William Murphy: 

 Plans are in place for the upcoming 74
th

 session of Massachusetts American Legion Boys’ State to be 

 held at Stonehill College in Easton, Massachusetts, Saturday June 16-22, 2018. It has been confirmed by 

 the Department Office that 6 delegates have been sponsored by S.A.L. Squadrons, in addition to the 

 sponsorship by our Detachment. At the last meeting, approval was given to sponsor Oscar Berry, a 

 Junior at Cambridge Rindge & Latin High School in Cambridge.  He is looking forward to attending the 

 program and has already completed and submitted his “Citizenship Application.” Plans are also in the 

 works to make a brief presentation to a full session of Boys’ State, introducing them to the Sons of The 

 American Legion, its’ purpose, programs and benefits.   

 

 Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation – Mark McCue: 

   

POW-MIA – Patrick McKeon – By Ray Samko:  

  

Scholarship – Jeffery Wood: 

 

Child Welfare – Clifford Smith:  

Currently the Detachment has donated $7,860.00 which is119.5% of the National Goal and a per capita 

of $1.37 per member. This is an ALL TIME HIGH for the Detachment. This is first time ever that the 

Detachment has reached the National goal for the current year. 

 

Veterans Employment & Education – Marvin Nay: 

 “End Veterans  Homelessness”  is one emphasis the VE&E national committee has had for several 

 years. I am looking to see what programs the Sons of the American Legion are supporting within the 

 detachments. Examples of programs from Massachusetts include: Coat and warm clothing drives 

 Supporting homeless woman Veterans programs across the state with specific items they need. 

 Holiday dinner programs for homeless, shut and less fortunate Veteran’s in the communities.  If you 

 are looking for ideas to help Veteran Homelessness they might include Promoting veteran employment 

 Volunteer at stand downs and job fairs Collect and distribute home essentials for  those Veterans 

 transitioning to their own home. Assist in distributing the VA flyer for First Responders. Often  they 

 are the first to identify a down-on- their-luck Veteran. These could be distributed to your  local  fire 

 departments or local police. The flyer will be found on the national SAL website and  was created by 

 the VA. Please keep me informed of programs you are doing within your Squadron.  

 

Membership – Marvin Nay: 
 I would like to thank all of you who have been contacting squadrons in your district regarding 

 membership. We are currently only 81.41% with the 90% target for next week on April 11
th

. Currently 

 31 of the 117 squadrons in Massachusetts have reached the 100% or better membership which is 26% of 

 the squadrons. We now only have 4 squadrons who have not transmitted at all which is an improvement 

 over this past month from the 10 squadrons who had not transmitted as reported at the last DEC in 

 March. To date we also have one new squadron and one revitalized squadron from district 2. We ask for 

 your continued support of the SAL and our membership goals. Please let myself or Detachment 

 Commander Ernie Laberge know if we can do anything to help your squadrons grow. 

 

 



Media Communication- Mark McCue: 

  

 

Social Media / Facebook – Gene Theroux: 

 The Detachment Facebook Page has had numerous posts published since the last DEC.  These include 

 promoting Detachment events such as the 7
th

 Annual Partnership for Kids Bowling Tournament, the 

 American Legion Post 338 check presentation of $ 1,000 to Honor Flight New England, the VA Town 

 Hall event held in Westfield where veterans, family members and others interested to could meet with 

 Local and Regional VA Leadership and Staff.  In addition, we’ve published Detachment of 

 Massachusetts Squadrons events and fundraisers, identifying significant events in history, such as the 

 American Legion’s 99
th

 birthday, material highlighting the American Legion Centennial Celebration and 

 encouraging squadrons to participate and to assist their Posts with their centennial celebration as 

 appropriate. Recent posts included images and narrative from the Detachment Officers recent visit to the 

 Eastern Region Unofficial Gathering on March 24, 2018 at Chambersburg, PA. Past Detachment 

 Commander Mark McCue and I have shared Facebook Posts from the National Organization on calls to 

 action such as legislative & goals and most recently informing of three American Legion Baseball 

 alumni who were elected into the class of 2018 Baseball Hall of Fame and informing that the 2018 

 American Legion National Baseball rules have published and available for download.  We’ve published 

 events from squadrons who have informed us of their events.  We’d like to remind squadrons that 

 they’re encouraged to send us material suitable for publishing to the Detachment Facebook page.  If 

 photos are provided, we request identifying information such as, “Who, What, Where and When” and a 

 descriptive narrative so that we may fully disclose the event or achievement(s).  I would encourage 

 Squadrons to submit activities and/or donations occurring in April, the American Legion’s Children & 

 Youth month. 

 

Web-Site Administrator – Tom Timcoe: 

  

Legislative - Edward Villard: 
 Congress 

 Congress was in recess this week – and will also be out next week – for the Easter-Passover 

 holidays. They will return to Washington on April 9. 

  VA Secretary Shulkin Removed by President Trump 

 On Wednesday, March 28 President Trump fired Veterans Affairs Secretary David Shulkin, ending 

 weeks of speculation surrounding the embattled agency head. He said he will nominate Navy Adm. 

 Ronny Jackson, who has served as the White House physician since 2013, to replace Shulkin at VA. In 

 the interim, Trump said, current Defense Department Undersecretary for Personnel and Readiness 

 Robert Wilkie will serve as acting director. The president said he was “thankful for Dr. David Shulkin’s 

 service.” Rumors about Shulkin’s ouster began circulating in February after an inspector general faulted 

 the secretary for a trip he took to Europe in 2017. Auditors found Shulkin inappropriately accepted gifts 

 while abroad and allowed the government to pay for his wife’s travel. Shulkin since reimbursed the 

 government for those costs, but has maintained he followed the advice of ethics officials throughout his 

 tenure. He further blamed internal politics within the department for his controversies, saying other   

 he was not pursuing sufficient private health care access for veterans. Shulkin continued to create 

 headlines after becoming his own spokesman and repeatedly stating he would rid VA of his political 

 enemies. The secretary’s fate may have been sealed when a subsequent IG report found the Veterans 

 Health Administration, which he helmed for two years under President Obama, was negligent in 

 providing care for veterans at its Washington, D.C. medical facility. Leadership, the auditors concluded, 

 created a “culture of complacency.” Shulkin was the lone member of Trump’s cabinet to serve in an 

 appointed position during the Obama administration. A third IG report this week cited VHA, again 

 during the period in which Shulkin was its leader, for failing to conduct mandatory background 

 investigations for thousands of medical professionals. Key lawmakers and veterans service organizations 

 had been unwavering in their support for Shulkin, saying they had developed good relationships with the 



 secretary and they wanted him in place to see through reforms that were already underway or in 

 development. Rep. Phil Roe, R-Tenn., who chairs the House Veterans Affairs Committee, praised 

 Shulkin in a statement, but said he understood Trump’s decision and looked forward to building a 

 relationship with Jackson. “At the end of the day, cabinet secretaries serve at the pleasure of the 

 president,” Roe said. “I have enjoyed getting to know Secretary Shulkin, and I’m glad to call David a 

 friend. I think he’s done a fantastic job and I hate to see him go.” The American Legion's National 

 Commander Denise Rohan, which counts 2 million veterans in its membership, also applauded Shulkin's 

  veterans and was making meaningful, positive changes at the VA," Rohan said. "The American Legion 

 looks forward to working directly with the President through this transition and going forward, and 

 providing him an increased level of advice and feedback on the issues important to America’s veterans." 

 Adult Day Health Care Legislation Becomes Law On Tuesday, March 27, President Trump signed 

 legislation to expand access to adult day health care. It is now Public Law 114-159. Originally 

 introduced as S. 324, the State Veterans Home Adult Day Health Care Improvement Act of 2017, it was 

 a companion measure to H.R. 1005. That measure passed the House on a voice vote on May 23, 2017, 

 and would direct VA to enter into an agreement or a contract with state veterans homes to pay for 

 medical supervision model adult day health care for a veteran eligible for, but not receiving, nursing 

 home care. This bill requires the VA Secretary to establish a payment rate through regulations, but until 

 that rate is published stipulates that payment under each agreement or contract between VA and a state 

 home must equal 65 percent of the payment that VA would otherwise pay to the state home if the 

 veteran were receiving nursing home care. Letters of Support On March 28, The American Legion sent a 

 letter of support to Rep. Vincente Gonzalez (TX), giving our organization’s support for H.R. 3866, a bill 

 to amend the Federal Credit Union Act to exclude extensions of credit made to veterans from the 

 definition of a member business loan. Younger veterans are more likely to use non-traditional lenders to 

 fund their businesses. This measure will exclude loans made to veterans from certain cps to better serve 

 veteran entrepreneurs in their small business endeavors. [Resolution #152] Update on Flag Amendment 

 Bill The American Legion is continuing its efforts to protect the American flag in the 115
th

 Congress. As 

 he did in the previous Congress, Rep. Steve Womack (AR) re-introduced a flag protection constitutional 

 amendment, House Joint Resolution (H.J. Res.) 61. The measure currently boasts 27 co-sponsors. On 

 Flag Day, Sen. Steve Daines (MT) introduced a Senate companion measure, Senate Joint Resolution 

 (S.J. Res.) 46, in that chamber. The amendment currently has 13 cosponsors.  
 
 

Convention –  Clifford Smith: 

Room reservations cut offs are May 16, 2018. There are about 15 rooms left. Our special guest at the 

convention will be National Vice Commander East Kenneth Warner from Pennsylvania.  

 

Distinguished Guests – Clifford Smith: 

 

Partnership for Kids – Clifford Smith: 

The 8
th

 Annual Bowling Tournament was a great success. After all donation s and pledges are received 

it appears we raised about $4600.00 this year.  

 

Department Advisory Committee: 

 

Gift Committee – Clifford Smith: 

 

A motion was made by David Johnson and seconded by William Murphy to accept all Committee Reports as 

one’s in progress. Motion carried. 

 

 

 



SICK CALL & RELIEF:  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  
 Adjutant Smith talked about getting 50

th
 Anniversary Shirts for the Convention. He will check into 

 prices and let everyone know.  

 

  

MEMORIAL TO DEPARTED COMRADES: 

  

BUSINESS FOR THE GOOD OF THE SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION:  

 The next meeting for the Detachment will be the Detachment Convention June 8-9, 2018.  
 

Detachment Commander Ernie Laberge called upon Detachment Chaplain William Sheehan for a closing 

prayer. 

 

With no further business to come before the meeting, Detachment Commander Ernie Laberge rendered a right 

hand salute to the flag of our country. Detachment Commander Ernie Laberge now declared the meeting 

adjourned at 1:21 P.M. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Clifford A. Smith 

Detachment Adjutant 


